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heights out-
standing,
many of which
are crowned
with villages,
some with
towns. The
city of Jerusa-
lem, indeed,
stands on just
such a height ;
the Crusaders
found it hard
to take be-
cause on three
sides it was
defended by
deep valleys
from which
the hillside
rose steeply
almost like the
walls of a
castle.

At Jericho.

The lime-
stone hills
look dry and
barren. You
find it hard to
believe that
even goats
could obtain a
living there,
yet on their
grey slopes
there are not
only goats but

flocks of sheep which still follow their
shepherds as they did in the days of
the Bible story. There are fertile
spots, too, where the toiling peasants
till the stony soil, still ploughing it
with the old primitive ploughs and
scattering the seed broadcast, reaping
the thin harvest with the sickle, and
winnowing out the grain by the old-
fashioned threshing floors made in open
places, so that the wind can blow
away the chaff when the grain trodden
out by the oxen is cast up into the

Will F. Taylor.
"THE STREET WHICH  IS CALLED  STRAIGHT"
One of the chief main streets of Damascus is covered for part of its
course by an arched roof, so forming what is known as the " covered
street/' here shown.   The portion beneath the roof is used as a bazaar,
and presents a most animated scene during business hours.
breeze by the wooden shovels of the
harvesters.
The hill country is nearer the Jordan
than it is to the Mediterranean. From
the sea you go up a long slope to the
hills and Jerusalem, but from the
hilltops there is a steep descent to
Jericho and the Jordan valley. Recent
excavations at Jericho have revealed
the aged walls of the city of Old Testa-
ment times; like those streets of
Jerusalem along which Christ and His
disciples walked, they are buried deep